Living with Faith & Cancer Bible Study
The Lord will make you well…sins forgiven		4/16/2026
Three Key messages that guide our thoughts and discussion:
· A love that God through Jesus Christ has for us and the desire to spend eternity with us (Rom 8:38-39)  “Salvation is free to us, but it cost Jesus Christ his life!”
· The resurrection of the body that is to come far surpasses any trial, tribulation, pain, anxiety, fear, doubt, depression, anger, or loneliness we face. 
· Our mission continues.  “Go forth and make disciples of all nations… the hope that through our Faith; God can use us the same way in our diminished state.
Anchor Verse – James 5:15 NIV “And the prayer offered in Faith will make the sick person well; The Lord will raise him up.  If he has sinned, he will be forgiven. “
Last week we discussed what a prayer of faith looks like and what it means to make the sick person well.  This week we will focus on how God meets the suffering person with both restoration and mercy. The verse is not promising automatic physical healing every time someone prays; it is promising that God Himself will act, and that His action always includes spiritual restoration, even when the body is weak.
What “save” and “raise up” mean
1. James uses two Greek verbs that carry both physical and spiritual meaning:
· “Save” — sōzō - This word can mean heal, rescue, or deliver spiritually. James intentionally uses a word that covers the whole person.
· “Raise up” — egeirō - This is the same verb used for Jesus’ resurrection. It can mean:
· physically lifting someone up from weakness
· restoring someone spiritually
· renewing strength and courage
James is describing God’s holistic care—body, soul, and spirit.
2. Why forgiveness is mentioned - James is not saying sickness is caused by sin. Instead, he is saying:
· When someone is suffering, they often feel guilt, shame, or spiritual heaviness.
· God does not only heal bodies—He heals hearts.
· When a person comes humbly before God in prayer, God always meets them with forgiveness, even if the illness has nothing to do with sin.
This is a picture of God’s tenderness: He lifts the weak, restores the discouraged, and removes the burden of guilt.  Faith is simply leaning into that relationship.  It removes the crushing fear that “I’m not healed because I didn’t believe enough.”  This is consistent with how God handled healing in the bible:
Several moments in Scripture show God doing exactly what James 5:15 describes—raising people up (physically, emotionally, spiritually) and forgiving their sins. James is not inventing a new idea; he is describing God’s consistent character.
Old Testament Examples
1. David — Raised from guilt and restored (Psalm 32; 2 Samuel 12) - David collapses under the weight of his sin with Bathsheba. When he confesses, God forgives him and restores his joy.  This is an example of spiritual resurrection.
2. Hezekiah — Raised from sickness and forgiven (Isaiah 38) - Hezekiah is near death. He prays, and God heals him and adds 15 years to his life.  Healing and forgiveness appear together—just like James 5:15
3. Jonah — Raised from rebellion and restored to mission (Jonah 2–3) - Jonah’s disobedience leads him into the depths—literally and spiritually. Jonah prays from the fish, and God hears him.  God restores both his life and his purpose.
Jesus’ Ministry Examples
4. The Paralytic — “Rise… your sins are forgiven” (Mark 2:1–12) - This is the clearest parallel to James 5:15.  Jesus forgives his sins first.  Then Jesus raises him up physically: “Rise, take up your bed, and walk.”  Forgiveness and raising up are intentionally linked.
5. The Sinful Woman — Lifted from shame and forgiven (Luke 7:36–50).  A woman crushed by shame comes to Jesus. Jesus forgives: “Your sins are forgiven.”   “Your faith has saved you; go in peace.”  She walks away restored, dignified, and spiritually lifted.
6. Peter — Raised from failure and restored (John 21:15–19).  Peter denies Jesus three times and collapses in guilt.  Jesus restores him with three affirmations.  Jesus recommissions him: “Feed my sheep.”  This is spiritual resurrection after moral collapse.
7. The Woman Caught in Adultery — Forgiven and lifted from condemnation (John 8:1–11).  She expects death.  Jesus tells the crowd to “Let him who is without sin cast the first stone.”  When the crowd leaves, he says “Neither do I condemn you.”  Jesus sends her forward with dignity and a new path
After Jesus’ Resurrection
8. The Lame Man at the Temple — Raised up and spiritually pointed to Jesus (Acts 3:1–10). Peter says, “In the name of Jesus Christ… rise up and walk.”  His feet and ankles are strengthened. Peter immediately preaches repentance and forgiveness (Acts 3:19).  Physical raising leads to spiritual invitation.
Why These Examples Matter for James 5:15
Across Scripture, God consistently:
· Lifts the weak
· Restores the fallen
· Forgives the guilty
· Rebuilds the broken
· Raises up those who cannot raise themselves

James is summarizing a pattern:  When God acts, He restores the whole person.
Our focus may be on physical healing.  But God is more concerned with our spiritual healing and where we spend eternity.  He knows that our time on earth is limited.  We are in a refining fire to prepare us for eternity.
Why God heals some but not all:  No easy answer to this because God can heal anyone at any time of anything.  But if we look at why God heals:
· God heals some now to strengthen the faith of the many
· It encourages the church
· It displays his compassion
· It reminds us of the coming kingdom when EVERYONE is healed and sin and disease are no more
· It strengthens hope and increases trust in God
If God healed veryone:
· Faith would become sight.  In scripture, faith means trusting God’s character, promises and goodness even when we cannot see the full picture.  Sight means seeing God’s purposes clearly, without mystery, uncertainty or waiting.
· If all were healed instantly, there would be nothing to trust God for
· The longing for heaven would diminish
· Suffering would lose its refining power
· The world would no longer be fallen
We don’t see the full story yet but in the new creation to come, faith will become sight.  No sickness, no cancer, no painful joints, loss of hearing or vision, no tears and no unanswered prayers!
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